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‘You
know
all you
need to
know’

In December there’s usu-
ally not a lot of daylight left
over Sandhill when I get
home, but last Friday I got
there earlier than usual and
was able to see the rather
pitiful state into which the
backyard had fallen.

There was a lone and
empty hummingbird feeder
dangling from one shep-
herd’s hook and an over-
grown hanging basket of
mint from another. The dan-
delions that I had so energet-
ically pulled up by the roots
and left to dry in the unsea-
sonable warmth the previous
weekend had become piles
of slimy green mush in the
week’s rain. It was all a stark
and embarrassing contrast to
the bright and festive inside
where the tree stood so
humbly regal in the corner
of the living room and can-
dles stood like posted guards
on all the tabletops.

I’d gotten most of the
dead mint stems plucked
and had started on the dan-
delion piles when I got the
oddest sensation that some-
one had just tapped me on
the shoulder. I stood up
quickly and turned to see
what looked like a huge egg
yolk rising slowly, as on a
hydraulic lift of some kind,
over the horizon.

With the perspective of a
couple hundred yards the
bright yellow bulb seemed to
stretch the full depth of the
tree line that marks the edge
of the farm and it felt almost
as though the rising had a
pulse, that the gravitational
pull that creates the tides was
reaching far inland to draw
me farther out into the
wake.

I’ve been a full-moon
watcher for years now. Each
one makes me melancholy
for all the ones I missed
before I started acknowledg-
ing the wonder and I am
always enraptured by the liq-
uid silver light that spills out
over the landscape.

But this one was different.
This full moon, at the end

of the year, just before
Christmas, had something to
say and, in order to make
itself heard over the din, it
had come nearly 19,000
miles closer than usual.
When something, or some-
body, goes to that much
trouble to get my attention I
tend to drop what I’m doing
and listen.

So I stopped. Got still.
Took a deep breath. Listened
to the moon.

Funny thing: The voice I
heard was remarkably like
my own and the words were
familiar ones. “You know all

Kathy
Bradley

See BRADLEY, Page 3B

O’ Christmas tree

By HOLLI DEAL BRAGG
hbragg@statesboroherald.com

In the White House, in the Blue
Room, on the Presidential
Christmas tree, hangs a little bit of
Bulloch County.

To be truthful, the ornament
designed by Statesboro’s own Lori
Grice represents all of Georgia’s
112th Congressional District, and
includes scenes from Savannah and
elsewhere, but still, it was made by a
Bulloch County native, in her
Statesboro studio, and takes a touch
of the area all
the way to
Washington,
D.C. and is
now part of
our country’s
history.

How did a
Christmas
ornament
designed by
one of the
Boro’s own
end up in the
White House?
It all began
with a call
from
Congressman
John Barrow’s
office.

Every year, congressmen and
senators have the opportunity to ask
artists to design an ornament for
the White House to represent their
districts. Christian Fulford, with
Barrow’s office, called Lori Grice last
summer.

“They told me they had chosen
me to make the ornament,” she said.
“I said yes! I couldn’t talk about it
until the First Lady released the
theme for the tree.”

The theme? The “A Red, White

and Blue Christmas” with orna-
ments that captured the “spirit of
the district.”

The ornament arrived in a box
pre-addressed to the White House,
with a set of rules.

It wasn’t an easy task for Grice to
choose which of her images created
for clients to use on  the ornament,
but her final selection included
seven images.

The images used
The most significant for her was

a portrait of Dr. Michael Guido and
his wife
Audrey, done
for their 60th
wedding
anniversary.
The portrait
hangs in the
Guido Gardens
studio in
Metter.

“Of all
the portraits I
have created of
the Guidos, this
is by far my
favorite,” Grice
said. “There is
so much sym-
bolism cap-
tured in this

portrait. The primary one is faith.”
She said Guido was moved to

tears that the portrait was included
on the ornament. At a time when he
was experiencing health issues due
to a fall, Augusta minister Sandra
Kennedy prayed for him and also
prayed over the ornament. “She told
him ‘our country needs you and
your faith more than ever now,”
Grice said.

Georgia Southern University’s
eagle Freedom is also portrayed on
the ornament.

Grice chose this portrait because
the Bald Eagle is not only the GSU
mascot but “our national symbol,”
she said. The portrait
was taken during the
2008 GSU/University
of Georgia game.
“With this image, I
capture the spirit of
not only our country
but our district.”

In another image,
a cherubic toddler
stands in a pair of
her daddy’s combat
boots, wearing his
beret and holding a
smaller flag against
an American flag
backdrop.

The child is
Emory Jane Betz,
daughter of Katrina
and Travis Betz. The
tot’s dad was about to be deployed
to Iraq when  the portrait was
made. “This portrait has become
one of my most recognizable and

talked-about portraits,” Grice said.
“For the ornament, it represents the
importance of our military ...

reminds us of the
price of freedom and
the sacrifices. ...”

Trenton, Trevor,
Tania and Jeff Cole
frolic on the sandy
Tybee Island beach at
sunset in the next
image. All four are
clothed in white as
Jeff tosses Trevor into
the air and Tania
holds Trenton close.
The image “displays
the special bond of
family and the
unmatched beauty of
the beach,” she said.

Another family
portrait used on the
ornament is the

Stone family — Hannah, Harrison,
Emmi, Jasper and Dean. The newest

Special

Local artist/photographer Lori Grice stands in front of the White House Christmas tree. A Christmas tree ornament designed by Grice was
chosen to hang on the Presidential Christmas tree.

Ornament made by Lori Grice
hangs on the White House tree

Special

Lori Grice, right, and her husband, DeWayne, and her daughter, Edie
Grace, stand in front of the White House. A Christmas ornament designed by
Grice was chosen to hang on the Presidential Christmas tree.

Special

A Christmas ornament designed by
Statesboro artist/photographer featuring
seven pictures she’s taken hangs on the
White House Christmas tree.

Special

Lori Grice holds the Christmas
ornament she designed.
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Law Enforcement Academy Deadline has been extended.

Equal Opportunity Institution
A Unit of the Technical College System of Georgia


